
 
 

 

AUDITION GUIDELINES FOR UHS PFA 
MAGNET 

 

 

Auditions for the PFAM will take place at University High School in 

February. You will be contacted by your track coordinator to set up your 

audition. Here are the dates, rooms and time by Track. 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Instrumental 2/20/20 4:00                Band Room  

Vocal 2/20/20 5:00                Chorus Room  

Guitar 2/20/20 5:00                Guitar Room 

Keyboard 2/20/20 5:00                 Keyboard Room 

Orchestra 2/20/20 5:00                   Orchestra Room  

Theatre 2/22/20 9:00-12:00         PAC  

Dance 2/22/20 10:00-12:00       Dance Room  



DANCE AUDITION GUIDELINES 
 

University High School Dance Program is looking for dedicated, passionate and diligent 

dancers excited to broaden their education in the art form of dance. Dancers will expand their 

classical technique in the styles of Ballet, Jazz and Modern dance physically and mentally. The 

dance program will also have opportunities to collaborate, create and perform throughout the 

community and within our very own school. 

Dancers will perform a guided Ballet center warm up, Jazz combination across the floor 

and a Modern center combination ending with Improvisation.  No solo is required for this 

audition. The professional panel will determine the dancer’s level of technique on a scale of 

beginner, intermediate and advanced. There will be no cuts during the audition, every dancer 

will finish the entire class. The dancers will be adjudicated on their performance quality, 

memorization, and overall technique in the given style. The dancer’s effort and passion 

towards the art form of dance is also taken into a high consideration for the program. It is 

crucial for the dancers to understand the importance of constructive feedback in order to 

better themselves as humans and dancers. This audition will determine the appropriate level 

they will be placed in to create the best success for their time here at UHS. Dance Company 

auditions are separate and will be announced in August 2019. Please arrive 30 minutes early 

to sign in and begin warming up.*Parents, family members and friends are not allowed to 

watch the audition. This ensures the dancers to be completely present with no distractions. 

 
 
 

 
What does the dancer wear to the audition? 

Girls: Black Leotard OR black fitted shirt with 

black leggings OR black tights OR pink 

tights. Convertible tights are highly 

recommended. 

Boys: Black fitted shirt with black fitted pants 

or shorts. 

NO bike shorts, or crop tops. 

What does the dancer wear for footwear in 

the audition? 

The dancers can wear ballet shoes, jazz 

shoes or barefoot. NO tennis shoes allowed. 

 How should the dancer’s hair be for the 

audition? 

Hair should be in a bun. No hair should be in 

the dancers face. 

Are the dancers allowed to wear jewelry or 

chew gum? 

NO GUM! NO Jewelry, small studs for the 

ears are fine. 

Students accepted into the dance magnet will be required to submit a physical before they 

Dance 2/22/20 10:00-12:00       Dance Room  



can attend dance classes. Magnet dancers are also expected to study in private studios on a 

weekly basis. 

 

VOCAL AUDITION GUIDELINES 

 
 

VOCAL AUDITION GUIDELINES 
  

1. Recommendation letter from a music teacher (e.g. Chorus Director or Private 
Voice Teacher) that speaks to the student’s abilities and character. Click here to 
download the Vocal Music Recommendation Form. 

2. One prepared piece from any of the following genres: Art Song, Aria, or other 
material from the classical repertoire, if possible. A Musical Theatre song will be 
accepted. Must bring sheet music or book (a copy is allowed) in the key to be 
sung or an accompaniment track (instrumental without your voice part) on a flash 
drive. We will have a piano accompanist, if music is provided. Singing a Capella 
is not an option. 

3. Sight Reading exercise. The type of exercise that will be sight read can be 
viewed here. 

4. Meeting with student and parent/guardian 

5. Students will be evaluated on preparedness, tone quality, stage presence, 

ability and potential. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocal 2/20/20 5:00                Chorus Room  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MzINbHdE4wHk0SiGhSEYZ-rlOMwJbElWGk4o53GB_SM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MzINbHdE4wHk0SiGhSEYZ-rlOMwJbElWGk4o53GB_SM/edit?usp=sharing
https://universityhs.ocps.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_82630/File/PFA/Sample%20Magnet%20Audition%20Sightreading.pdf
https://universityhs.ocps.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_82630/File/PFA/Sample%20Magnet%20Audition%20Sightreading.pdf
https://universityhs.ocps.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_82630/File/PFA/Sample%20Magnet%20Audition%20Sightreading.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

THEATRE AUDITION GUIDELINES 

 

 
 

Students seeking admission to the theatre program will be screened by a panel of 

theatre instructors. The process consists of the following element: 

1. Two memorized one-minute monologues from published literary or theatre works, 
one comic/one serious. The directors will be looking for naturalness, honesty, 
evidence of a true understanding of both the character and the full context of the 
monologue, good vocal projection, clear diction, and body control. Do not use 
accents and dialects. The applicant is also advised to have a clearly defined 
focus. (To whom is the monologue being delivered? Where is that person 
standing or sitting?) Time is not to exceed 2 MINUTES. 
 

 
Jeans, T- shirts or flip-flops are not appropriate attire for an audition. 

 
All magnet requirements and commitment to program should be reviewed by the 

applicant prior to audition. 

 

 

 

 

Theatre 2/22/20 9:00-12:00         PAC  



 

 
 
 



 

Instrumental Audition Guidelines 

Instrumental 2/20/20 4:00 

 
 

The audition for the instrumental track is designed to demonstrate a basic level of 

proficiency at the student’s primary instrument, fundamental competence in music 

literacy, and the student’s potential and desire for growth. More information is 

available at www.UHSband.com/PFA. Guidelines for specific instruments are as 

follows: 

Woodwinds and Brass 

All twelve major scales with arpeggios, two octaves where possible, starting with C 
and continuing around the circle of 4ths. 
The chromatic scale covering the practical range of the instrument. 
The audition excerpt available at www.UHSband.com/Ensembles/auditions.php. 

Percussion 
 

All twelve major scales with arpeggios, two octaves where possible, starting with C 

and continuing around the circle of 4ths. 

Etude No. 10 from Intermediate Snare Drum Studies by Mitchell Peters, beginning to 

the end of measure 36. 

Etude No. 4 from Pedal to the Kettle by Kirk Gay, page 11, beginning to first beat of 

measure 17. 

Jazz 
 

Jazz candidates must complete the standard concert audition (see above.) 

The jazz audition excerpt available 

at www.UHSband.com/Ensembles/auditions.php. 

Drum set candidates must demonstrate proficiency at swing, rock, samba, and funk 

styles. 
 

http://www.uhsband.com/PFA
http://www.uhsband.com/Ensembles/auditions.php
http://www.uhsband.com/Ensembles/auditions.php


Keyboard Auditions Guidelines 

 

 
 

 

1. Students should perform three solos from different periods (Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic, 20th Century) one of the pieces should be a movement from a 
Classical Sonata and one should be memorized. 

2. Student should provide copies of selected music. 
3. 3 major scales in 2 or more octaves with the Arpeggio 
4. (Optional) Recommendation letter from your previous music teacher. 

 
I ask that you please come prepared and display a commitment to your participation in 

the audition process and in the University HS Magnet Program. Session Length 15 

minutes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keyboard 2/20/20 5:00                 Keyboard Room 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Guitar Auditions Guidelines 

 
 

 

1. Guitar applicants shall perform three contrasting selections on a classical guitar. 
At least one selection should be from the standard classical guitar repertoire, 
such as Carcassi, Giuliani, Tarrega, Sor, or Bach, and one selection should be 
memorize. 

 

2. Several open or moveable positions scales (2 or 3 octaves) and the arpeggio 
3. Guitar applicants will be required to sight read a short selection. 
4. (Optional)Recommendation letter from your previous music teacher. 

 
 

I ask that you please come prepared and display a commitment to your participation in 
the audition process and in the University HS Magnet Program. Session Length 15 
minutes. 

 
 

 

Guitar 2/20/20 5:00                Guitar Room 



Orchestra  Audition Requirements 

 

(Violin, Viola, Cello, and Double Bass) 
 

1. Two Scales: Prepare two major scales and arpeggios according to ability. The 
scales must be at least two octaves. At least one of the scales must require 
shifting. 

2. Two Solos: Prepare two pieces of contrasting style lasting approximately two 
minutes each. Classical music such as unaccompanied suites and partitas, 
sonatas, concertos, and most selections from the Suzuki books are 
acceptable. You may also play the Florida Orchestra Association’s All-State 
Orchestra Audition etude and excerpt. An accompanist is not needed for the 
audition. 

3. One Sight Reading: You will be asked to play an excerpt lasting approximately 8 
measures, according to your ability. You will be given 15 seconds to review the 
excerpt before you play it. 

 
Dress professionally for auditions. This could be neat slacks and an ironed dress 

shirt, or a modest dress. Avoid overelaborate makeup and jewelry as it takes away 

from the performance. 

Applicants may find solo string literature at local music stores or through online 

vendors, such as sharmusic.com or lucksmusic.com. Additionally, free music that is in 

the public domain can be found at imslp.org. Contact the orchestra director for further 

questions. 

 
 
 

 

Orchestra 2/20/20 5:00                   Orchestra Room  


